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When considering proposals for recreational use of domestic water supply reservoirs, the water utility 
should work with stakeholders to develop an integrated reservoir management plan, including  
appropriate water quality monitoring, to evaluate and, if necessary, mitigate water quality impacts, and 
to minimize increased risks.  Body-contact recreation (e.g., swimming, water skiing, wind surfing) and 
use of two-cycle gasoline engines on boats should be discouraged or prohibited.  In addition, boat 
inspection/washing stations and restrictive use of live bait should be considered to prevent the 
introduction of foreign and invasive species (such as zebra mussels or non-native algal species) that 
could potentially destabilize a reservoir’s ecology and water quality.  Where feasible, costs for 
monitoring, evaluations, and mitigation should be borne by those proposing or benefiting from the 
recreational activity, not by the utility or its customers.

If recreation already exists on a reservoir, the water utility should work or continue to work with stake-
holders to develop an integrated reservoir management plan and associated implementation actions 
to mitigate water quality impacts and to minimize increased risks.
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