
88      JANUARY 2012   |   JOURNAL AWWA 

Florida’s Water: A Fragile 
Resource in a Vulnerable State
Tom Swihart

Florida’s Water poses funda-
mental questions about water sus-
tainability in the United States’ 
fourth largest state. Florida has 
long-standing water quality prob-
lems. Global climate change 
threatens to intensify Florida’s 
floods and droughts, make hurri-
canes more common or more 
damaging, and eventually sub-
merge much of low-lying Florida, 
including the Everglades. How 
can Florida meet these extraordi-
nary challenges? What lessons 
does the Florida experience hold 
for other states? 

This book fully integrates the 
many diverse responsibilities of 
water management into a readable 
and compelling combination of 
narratives and analysis. Author 
Tom Swihart’s unique, intimate 
knowledge of Florida’s successes 
and failures in water management 
brings out both the novelty of 
Florida’s water situation and the 
features that it has in common 
with other states.

Chris Meindl, with the 
University of South Florida’s 
Department of Environmental 
Science, Policy, and Geography, 
remarked, “All life and human 
activity requires water. Because 
mounting water resource prob-
lems are soon likely to rival those 

associated with energy, Florida’s 
Water ought to be required read-
ing for all citizens. Tom Swihart 
distills a career’s worth of learning 
into one easy-to-read volume that 
highlights Florida’s water resource 
challenges—and many practical 
solutions to those challenges. The 
book’s focus is on Florida, but 
most of this state’s problems 
appear in one form or another 
throughout the [United States]. 

Water is one of the few issues 
[that] is common to all 
Floridians, and current legislative 
attention will undoubtedly affect 
how we manage, conserve, and 
use water.”

Available from RFF Press;  
www.routledge.com/books/details/ 
9781617260933/; ISBN 978-1-
61726-093-3 (2011, hardcover; 
288 pp.; $84.95; use code ERJ78 
for a 20% discount).
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New From the AWWA Bookstore
Modeling Water Quality in Distribution  
Systems, 2nd ed.; catalog no. 20425-2E:  
$149 retail, $99 member

Water Operator Certification Study Guide,  
6th ed.; catalog no. 20517-6E: $89 retail,  
$59 member

Dissolved Air Flotation 
for Water Clarification 
(copublished with 
McGraw-Hill); catalog 
no. 20748: $125 retail, 
$115 member

Standards
AWWA C153-11 Ductile-Iron Compact Fittings; catalog no. 43153: 
$69 retail, $43 member

AWWA C703-11 Cold Water Meters—Fire Service Type; catalog no. 
43703; $69 retail, $43 member

AWWA D130-11 Geomembrane Materials for Potable Water 
Applications; catalog no. 44130: $69 retail, $43 member
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